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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Brian Steinberger on November 24, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: claims 3, 6,7, 9-13 and 16-18 are 
canceled and claims 1 and 15 have been replaced with Newly Amended claims 1 and 
15 (shown below), 

Claim 1 (Newly Amended). A locking device for keeping interconnected ends of 
electrical cords from separating from one another, comprising; 
a planar elongated device having a constant width; 

a first set of staggered arranged side edge facing slots on one end of the device, 
the first set of staggered slots including a total of three identically shaped slots with a first 
slot and a second slot on one side of the one end of the device and a third slot on an 
opposite side of the one end of the device, for allowing one end of one of the 
interconnected cords to be wrapped about in an over approximately 360 degree pattern 
through the first, the second and the third slots; and 

a second set of staggered side edge facing slots on an opposite end of the device, 
the second set of staggered slots including a total of three identically shaped slots with a 
fourth slot and a fifth slot on one side of the opposite end of the device and a sixth slot on 
an opposite side of the opposite end of the device for allowing one end of another of the 
interconnected cords tojae. wrapped about in an over approximately 360 degree pattern 
through the fourth, the fifth and the sixth slots; and 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,826 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2833 

a solid backing directly underlying and supporting the end of the interconnected 
cords, wherein pulling the interconnected cords apart causes the wrapped cords to lock 
into the device preventing the interconnected cords from disconnecting from one another. 

Claim 15(Newly Amended). A method of locking interconnected electrical cords 
together, comprising the steps of: 

providing an elongated planar shaped device having a constant width, a first end 
and a second end opposite to the first end, the first end having a first set of staggered 
identically shaped slots, the first set having two slots on one side of the first end and a 
third slot on the opposite side of the first end, the second end having a second set of 
staggered identically shaped slots, the second end having two slots on one side of the first 
end and a third slot on the opposite side of the second end, and a solid planar backing 
portion located between the first end the second end; 

mateably interconnecting one end of the first electrical cord with one end of a 
second electrical cord; 

positioning the interconnected ends of the cords over the solid planar backing 
portion of the planar shaped devices: 

wrapping the one end of the first electrical cord about opposite side facing slots 
along a the first end of a planar shaped device in an over approximately 360 degree 
pattern; and 

wrapping the one end of the second electrical cord about opposite side facing slots 
along the a second end of the planar shaped device, the second end being opposite the 
end in an approximately 360 degree pattern; and 

pulling the first electrical cord and second electrical cord apart causing the first 
cord and the second cord to lock into the respective slots. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 2,4,5,8,14,15,19 and 20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: regarding 
claims 1 and 15, patentability resides, at least in part in the locking device being a planar 
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elongated device having a constant width and having first and second sets of staggered 
identically shaped slots, in combination with the other limitations of the base claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Briggitte R. Hammond whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2006. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. and Alternate Fridays 
from 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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